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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-524
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: August 14, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: August 16, 2018
Type of Action: Planting restriction 
Bill Summary: This bill will prohibit the use of Medjool Date Palms for new planting by the city. A date palm cannot be used as a Replacement Tree because it is not expressly identified as such and is not an indigenous tree that reaches a height maturity of at least 45 feet and a spread at maturity of at least 30 feet. 
Background Information: The Medjool Date Palms are native to arid and hot environments such as the deserts of the Middle East and thrive in those conditions, but not in the humid environment of Jacksonville, thus the Medjool Date Palms frequently contract a fungus that causes decline and frond droop. 
Policy Impact Area: City tree planting policy
Fiscal Impact: Medjool Date Palm costs approximately $5,000.00 installed and $300 to $500 per year to maintain. 
Analyst: Distel
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